Dispersal of Acacia cyclops by birds.
In South Africa seedlings of the exotic Acacia cyclops grow in clumps. The seedlings occur beneath tall elements, or in bush clumps, of the surrounding indigenous vegetation. The tall shrubs are used as perches by birds, and the pattern of seedling distribution is a result of dispersal of seeds by birds. Germination of A. cyclops seeds was enhanced as a result of passage through the gut of a bird, or by artificial treatments simulating actions taking place in the gut of a bird. We examine properties of the seed, and the funicle which is attractive to birds, in relation to aspects of the life history of A. cyclops and the species' success as an invasive plant in South Africa.